Biola University

Digital Commons @ Biola
Biola Radio Publications

Biola Radio

Satellites and the Scriptures
Al Sanders

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.biola.edu/biola-radio-pubs
Part of the Christianity Commons, and the Missions and World Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation
Sanders, Al, "Satellites and the Scriptures" (1957). Biola Radio Publications. 4.
https://digitalcommons.biola.edu/biola-radio-pubs/4

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Biola Radio at Digital Commons @ Biola. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Biola Radio Publications by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Biola. For
more information, please contact university.archives@biola.edu.

PREPARED FOR FRIENDS
OF THE
"BIBLE INSTITUTE HOUR"
IN THESE
URGENT TIMES

"SATELLITES AND THE SCRIPTURES"
MR. SANDERS:

A leading aeronautical scientist, noted for his outstanding developments
and discoveries, has announced that due to rapid progress with space travel,
within three years ... only two out of every three living today will still
be alive! Today .. . a very special program of the Bible Institute Hour ...
"SATELLITES AND THE SCRIPTURES," a broadcast that has been in
intensive preparation for several days. We have been earnestly praying
about this presentation, for we believe it will help to answer many questions
which you our listeners have sent in regarding the matter of great concern
. . . SPACE TRAVEL. Just a few weeks ago, the world was startled with
an awesome, at times overwhelming fear . .. upon hearing that Russia had
hurled into space a relatively small metal hall, containing various scientific
instruments. The sounds of Sputnik were soon transmitted to the homes of
Americans via our regular news broadcasts.
Then a few days later . . . a second satellite was thrown into space by
the Communists, with a declaration that with little or no trouble, Red
Scientists could hit the moon. Everyday's new developments have served
to intensify the interest of every man, woman and child in this subject
which seemingly has developed into a race for national supremacy. As
we've prayed about this subject, we've endeavored to get first hand, direct
reports from national spiritual leaders concerning the significance of this
new age upon which we've entered. First, however, you heard us quote a
comment made by a man known for scientific aeronautical design and
development. Major Alexander P. de Seversky was born in 1894 in Russia.
Since 1915, he has devoted his entire time and energy to aiding scientific
developments for the United States. Before we bring you other comments
... I think it would be interesting again to hear what a leading scientist
has to say. Major de Seversky .. . would you repeat what you said regarding
the impact of satellites and intercontinental ballistics missiles?
MAJOR DE SEVERSKY:

Now, I stated that unless Congress got immediately into the situation
and reorganizes our military setup in conformity with the technology of
our times and unless the fundamental changes are made irn,mediately in
our defense establishments, I stated I fear that one out of three persons
listening to my program will not be alive within three years.
MR. SANDERS:

Major de Seversky's remarks have caused a great deal of the interest
and fear in many circles. People have asked, How long will the human race
be in existence? For scriptural answer to that .
and certainly we want

to base everything upon the final authority for man ... God's vVord ...
let's talk to Dr. J. Vernon McGee, pastor of the Church of the Open Door.
Mr. McGee . . . do you think the Lord will allow mankind to destroy one
another?
DR. MC GEE:

major things: First of all, the nniverse is greater than we ever. dreamed
"t would be and our God is a more wonderful, a much greater, bigger God
~an we ever thought He was; and second, it brings us to t.he fact that
although we have advanced in science and some of these thmgs, so ~at
evidently pretty soon we will be going to the moon and back, that nothu~g
has been done to meet the needs of the human heart and to meet the sm
problem other than salvation.

No, I believe that scripture makes it very clear that man cannot destroy
himself, even during the great tribulation when all the forces of evil as
well as the judgment of God falls upon the earth. The Lord Jesus says
"Except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved;
but for the elect's sake, those days shall be shortened." In other words the
whole point is, He is not going to let man destroy himself. The human 'race
cannot commit suicide.

Well Dr. Narramore I know that some inventions through the years
have ten'ded to create so~ of "mob hysteria." What about these latest projectiles ... have people been unduly alarmed?

MR. SANDERS:

DR. NARRAMORE:

We. can certainly see how that the world has yet some terrifying days
before it. Our next question is directed to Dr. Wilbur Smith Chairman of
the English Bible Depa1tment of Fuller Theological Semina;y, Dr. Smith
. . . what do the prophetic scriptures have to say regarding space travel and
satellites?
DR. SMITH:

Well, now, there are a number of prophecies that have to do with disturbances in the heavens. This is especially in the Olivet Discourse when it
talks about the powers of the heavens will be shaken and in the book of
Revelation, of course, you have fire coming down from heaven and many
other aspects of heavenly disturbances. Now, I wouldn't say that what is
now taking place is actually predicted in those prophecies, but it is turning
o~ attention upward into the skies where some very convulsive phenomena
will take place. Now, the interesting thing is that in the Olivet Discourse
all these heavenly things come after the Tribulation except for one. In
Luke's account of the Olivet Discourse when it says, "There will be signs
in the heavens," that is before the Tribulation, therefore could be the end
of the age.
MR. SANDERS:

Before we go any further in this special broadcast of the BIOLA Hour
I thinlc it would be interesting to see what effect all of these curren;
developments and projects have had on our American way of life. First,
Dr. Clyde M. Narramore, distinguished Christian psychologist and director
of research and guidance for the Los Angeles County Public Schools . . .
have you noted any effect of all this upon children?
DR. NARRAMORE:

Yes, I think that in the Public schools, for example where we have
nearly one million and a half here in the Los Angeles Co~ty Schools that
there has been an increased interest. Now, a lot of this has been fa~ciful
for the past couple of years. You find children drawing rocket ships for
several years and we oldsters and teachers haven't thought too much about
it. But now, of course, we see that the children have been right. They have
had more vision of it probably than we have, and of course they are more
willing to accept Sputnik and Mutnik than we are. I think that the
children in the Classroom are very, very interested in all of this and they
are willing to pursue it further. It has brought us face to face with two
2

MR. SANDERS:

yes but I think that this one has not caused as much fear as some ?f
the others. For example, the invention of the telephone. From study m
history it seems to me that the invention of the wireless telephone probably
caused' more hysteria than Sputnik is causing. I .can remei:iber, mysel~
when I saw the first airplane and I think that it ~aused JUSt as muc.
wonderment or possibly more, than this. I think we will soon get over this
and then we ,vill be ready for something else later on.
k ·
b · f
I wouldn't want to imagine what that would be. Let's ta e JUSt a ::ie
cross-section of our college young people ... statesmen have been urgm1
more young people to study for scientific fields. What .word~ of counse
would you have for parents, who must often come to gnps ''Vlth the frustrations of their young people at home?
MR. SANDERS:

· l
I would admonish every Christian mother and dad to counsel wise Y
and prayerfully with their college sons and .daughters. I feel that these
are really crucial years in their lives. Many will, as we know, return home
to scoff at the faith of their mothers and dads and pastors, and I would
strongly' admonish every mother and dad to consider wisely first of all
where they send their children. I'll put in a plug here for BIOLA and other
such wonderful schools, because certainly I am a strong advocate of
Christian schools.
REV. MR. BRIGHT:

MR. SANDERS:

.

d

'

Thanks for that added word, Bill. As far as effect is concerne , we ve
looked at our schools and colleges ... now what about o~ ~hurches. Dr.
Bob Shuler Senior has long been noted as a crusader for spiritual progress
and evang;licalism'. Dr. Shuler ... there's been a lot s~id from every co:n:r
of life . .. regarding satellites . . . what do you thmk about the thmos
you've heard?
DR. SHULER:

. Well, I certainly think that we have, in ~iscussing. this matter, t?at
we've almost left God Almighty out of the pictur': entir~ly and I think
that the Scriptures and the history of God s deah~gs with men wo~d
denote that He has plans of His own and that He will carry theI?- out m
spite of us and in spite of all of those missiles and all the satellites that
may be thrown out into space. That's the way I feel.
3

MR. SANDERS:
I'm sure those are our sentiments too, Dr. Shuler. In the field of
missions, space travel has entered the thinking of some of our leaders.
Let's talk now to Dr. Don Hillis, co-director of Orient Crusades. Don, how
do you look upon these developments?
DR. HlLLIS:

This new scientific advancement just challenges my heart to believe
that nothing's impossible today and that God is allowing these things to
come to pass so that the church will be challenged and awakened to the
opportunities of preaching the gospel by every means and every method.
What I'm getting at is that I believe that the day is not very far hence
when we are going to have the most unusual means and methods t nd
opportunities of reaching the whole world with the gospel in unusual ways,
and that we should have a faith that will comprehend even the possibility
of broadcasting the gospel through such a thing as a speeding satellite.
Now, of course, that involves lots of scientific difficulties and I'll leave those
difficulties to the scientists. But my faith reaches out that far.
MR. SANDERS:
One other observation we would like to get is on the Washington scene,
where of course the eyes of the world are focused. A man who knows this
situation first hand is Dr. Dick Halverson, Associate Executive Director ·of
the International Christian Leadership, which has in its membership many
leading statesmen. Dr. Halverson, do you think that the current ballistics
"race," in which some feel we are lagging behind, means that we are now
in more danger of an attack by an aggressor?
DR. HALVERSON:

I doubt that, except in this way. I know that in Asia, for example, these
small free nations are thinking twice about aligning themselves with
America because, naturally, they think in terms of national security. The
feeling is, if Russia is ahead of America technologically and scientifically
in these very basic weapons, we'd better think twice before we align ourselves up with America, rather than Russia. I, personally, am tremendously
impressed with just the attitude of the people in Washington. Of course,
I am personally impressed with the whole level of life there. I think it is
much higher than a lot of American citizens think it is, but I believe that
men are really thinking and realizing that there is something more than
the temporal and are more interested than usual. That's my impression.

prepared for them that love Him." Dr. Irwin Moon, director of Moody
Institute of Science ... do you think that God will allow any human being
to travel into outer space?
DR. MOON:

I see no reason why He should limit man particularly. I certainly think
that He didn't limit him in developing the power to go out into space. It's
just a physical energy. I think that man has got enough rope to hang
himself.
MR. SANDERS:

Dr. Roger Voskuyl, president of Westmont College, is a man who has
been working in the field of science for a number of years. Dr. Voskuyl .. .
do you think that there will be space travel to the moon?
DR. VOSKUYL:

Yes, I think it won't be too long before that will be a possibility. Tremendous developments that have taken place in these last 50 years are so
great that they simply indicate perhaps what's coming in the future.
MR. SANDERS:

Do you look forward to that yourself, going on a space trip, other than
in your resurrection body, of course?
DR. VOSKUYL:

Well, I don't know. I love this old earth. I don't know why I would
want to leave it.
MR. SANDERS:
Since we're talking about the moon, we have
has studied a great deal about it. Dr. Samuel
President who, during February and March, will
subject. Dr. Sutherland ... what's the moon like
it are we?

a man on our staff who
H. Sutherland, BIOLA
bring us a series on the
and how far away from

DR. SUTHERLAND:

MR. VAUS:
We speak of man just now moving into space, but we have been using
space for many, many years. The radio programs you hear, the short wave
messages we beam to the mission field; we use the ionosphere to reflect
these radio transmissions, and we are continually bombarding space.

The normal distance varies somewhat because it doesn't travel around
the earth in an exact circle; we speak of it as being 238,000 miles away.
Incidentally, it takes light just about 1~ seconds to reach from the moon
to the earth, traveling as it does, at little over 186,000 miles a second.
Nobody knows just what the surface is like. Of course, there's no water,
there's no atmosphere on the moon and it is intensely hot, far, far above
the boiling point in the sunlight, and it is intensely cold, far below freezing
in the dark. But, no one knows whether there is any great layer of powdery
pumice-like material on the surface of the moon. That is a question that
has interested astronomers for some time. Due to the terrific changes in
temperature, which are quite sudden changes, some astrophysicists believe
that the granite which makes up the contents of the moon might be broken
down on the surface and become finely decomposed granite, and that would
make a thick powdery substance that forms the outer layer of the moon.
If you landed there with any speed you might sink way, way in; nobody
knows.

MR. SANDERS:

MR. SANDERS:

It's a wonderful thing to realize that "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
4

In connection with satellites, from time to time we note an increase
of reports of U.F.O., or what our military defines as Unidentified Flying
5

MR. SANDERS:

Of course it's true that this isn't the first time man has thought of space
travel. Jim V aus of Missionary Communications Service . . . we have
utilized the atmosphere for some time, have we not?

fI
Objects. Out of all of the cases examined, it has been forn1d that a little
more than three thousand of the reports, authenticated by reliable persons,
cannot be explained, and our army and navy are frank to tell us, they just
don't know. Dr. Chester Padget, BIOLA faculty member and pastor of the
Fountain Avenue Baptist Church in Hollywood, has done extensive study
on this subject ... Dr. Padgett ... at what conclusion have you arrived?
DR. PADGETT:

My thought is, I wouldn't be skeptical and say dogmatically there
absolutely could not be a craft from outer space, or visitations from
intelligent beings from outer space. As I have given this thing some thou~ht,
the concept of that is not staggering because the Word of God mentions
the fact that heaven is a reality. We know that heaven is inhabited, and
the Lord Jesus said, "In my Father's house are many maJ sions," many
dwelling places. His Father's house might be the universe that God has
made and the dwelling places might be other planets inhabited by intelligent creatures that .came from the hand of God. So, the whole. idea of
inhabitants on other planets and space travel and these other thmgs are
concepts that are not foreign to the Word of God.
MR. SANDERS:

I don't think we have a final report, but great numbers have written
to ask if the Word of God says anything specific about satellites. Dr. Charles
L. Feinberg, director of the Talbot Theological Seminary ... what would
you say on this score?
DR. FEINBERG:

Well, I would say that the Bible has a great deal to say about heavenly
bodies beginning with Genesis 1, reading through many of the passages of
the minor prophets and in the end time, the number of signs in the moon,
sun and stars in the book of the Revelation. But, I would say with reference to man-~ade satellites and space travel, that it would be very difficult
to find anything, either in the Old Testament or New Testament, even by
way of inference. It's true, the Scripture tells us that God made man
upright, and soon he sought out inventions, but it doesn't me~n t~e kind
of inventions that are going on today. I would say that the Bible is noncommittal on that. It doesn't speak of that. It is interested in the fact of
redemption and it does mention signs in these heavenly bodies as related
to God's judgments on earth.
MR. SANDERS:

As has been noted, all of this current talk has certainly caused men to
look heavenward. The Bible tells us to be looking for that blessed hope and
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. But
some have wondered ... just exactly where is heaven? I can't think of a
better person to ask than Dr. Merv Rosell, who has presented messages on
this subject over the air in days gone by. How about it, Merv?

God. It speaks of the astronomical skyways, the atmospheric skyways, an
then it talks about in the sides of the north, very clearly referring· to a dim
tion .again. And then, in Ezekiel, the first chapter, I believe it is verses 4 an
28; if I remember correctly, Al, we have another issue from the word 1
God that speaks specifically of the heavens being in the north, because tl
vision of the Lord to the prophet Ezekiel came out of the north, "a whir
wind out of the north.'' God spake unto him in that direction. We belie'
according to astronomy there is an empty place in the northern heaven
a regular tunnel through the stars, and out beyond that tunnel what the
now call another milky way, or the heaven of heavens. Now, we are qui1
convinced that we ought to be much occupied by these new scientifi
developments, but they are only the ABC's to the XYZ's of the Word c
God. We have the "vhole alphabet in the Scripture.
MR. SANDERS:

And there's no better time to read the Bible than each day. As we stud:
the Bible, Dr. Louis T. Talbot, BIOLA Chancellor ... do you see that ther
is anything to prohibit the return of Christ to this earth .. . now?
DR. TALBOT:

No, there isn't. The return of Christ is presented to us in the Bible a
being imminent. He says, "And there shall be signs in the sun, and in th,
moon, and in the stars." There are going to be great signs in the heavenl:
bodies, and what those are, we do not know. Then, He goes on to say, "Am
upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity." If any one should as]
me to give them orie word to describe the attitude of governments today ir
regard to the turmoil that is in the world, I would use that word 'perplexity'
The Lord Je~us used it 1900 years ago. "Men's hearts failing them foi
fear and for looking out for those things which are coming on the earth b)
the powers of the heavens shall be shaken." And the Lord said, "And wher
ye see these things begin 'to come to pass, then look up and lift up yoru
heads for your redemption· draweth nigh, that they shall see the Son oJ
:Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory."
MR. SANDERS:

And we trust this special program of the Bible Institute Hour may
serve to encourage us all to look up. In explaining the current talks oi
satellites with the Word of God ... we're going to ask Dr. Charles E. Fuller.
well-known director of the Old Fashioned Revival Hour to give us som~
insight.
DR. FULLER:

We don't have to guess at it, Al. We have specific directions in relation
to heaven. Job 26:7, "He stretcheth out the north over the empty place and
hangeth the earth upon nothing." So, we believe that the heaven of heavens
is in the northern sky. We have Isaiah, I believe it's chapter 14, verse 12,
and there it tells how Satan was cast down out of the heavens and he wanted
the place occupied possibly by the Lord Jesus Christ at the right hand of

Al, I think this whole matter of space travel needs a starting point and
personally I believe that the starting point is to be found in Matthew 24
in reference to the budding of the fig tree. When Israel was recognized
back in May 1948 as a nation among the nations, after some 2000 years
being without a prince and without a king and no homeland, I honestly
believe that is the beginning of the budding of the fig tree. Then, you
couple that with Matthew 24 about "this generation shall not pass away
until all shall be fulfilled." Satan, you know, is a great counterfeiter and I
think he tries to outguess what is ahead because he knows the Book just as
well as we do, or better. He reads those things and I think he is getting
people's minds on that. It is a tremendous thing. There's some connection
there anyway.
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DR. ROSELL:

,

MR. SANDERS:

I'm sure there is, Dr. Fuller. One question that is asked more than any
other is ... do you think God will allow man to travel to outer space; Dr.
De Haan, director of the Radio Bible Class, what do you believe about this?
DR. DE HAAN:

I do not believe that God will allow space travel because I think we
have a very definite precedent in the Scripture where an attempt was made
to do the very thing which is being attempted today. I am referring to the
attempt of Nimrod in the 11th chapter of Genesis in the building of the city
of Babel to erect a tower whose top would reach into heaven. This is the
first case on record where man sought to explore outer space and their
purpose was to reach into the heavens and this was the signal of the coming
down of the Lord in order to destroy the works of man. I see it's a very
definite indication that we are fulfilling the same thing today and the next
thing will be the stepping in of the Almighty in order to bring confusion
among the nations which will put an end to their diabolical scheming of
not only controlling the earth without the Lord Jesus Christ, but even the
universe.
MR. SANDERS:

Thank you, Dr. De Haan, for these interesting thoughts from the Word
of God. And we want to thank each of the other men who has given us his
views on today's special edition of the Bible Institute Hour.
We have prayed that through the moments of this broadcast, ,your hearts
would be inspired to look more earnestly for that blessed day when Christ
shall call us to be with Himself, and all these earthly shadows will flee
away. If you know Christ as personal Saviour, there certainly need not be
any perplexity or fear, for the One who holds the entire universe in His
hands is mindful of your heart's needs. Christ has said ... "My peace I
give unto you, not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid. In my Father's house are many mansions. I go to prepare a place for you ... and if I go to prepare a place for
you, I will come again to receive you unto myself, that where I am, there
ye may be also." Yes, these words of promise to those who have placed
their faith and trust in Christ, as Saviour from all sin. But what about you,
my friend? If you have never made this greatest of life's decisions, the Lord
Jesus has declared, "Verily, Verily I say unto you, he that heareth my word
and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life."
Now, until next we come your way, this is your BIOLA Host, Al Sanders,
saying goodbye .. . and reminding you, in the words of the Apostle Peter,
concerning the Bible . . . "We have a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts. Goodbye
. .. and keep looking up!
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